
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



466 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

An appendix gives the texts of documents connected with the history of 
the Constitutum Constantini and the "Donation." 

The ample index and the thoroughly complete bibliography add not 
a little to the value of the work. 

Thomas Dadson 

McMaster University 



THE FOUNDATION OF MODERN RELIGION 1 

The book bearing this title contains the Cole Lectures for 1916, 
delivered before Vanderbilt University. The author is an English 
scholar of considerable distinction. In the six lectures included in the 
work he has fully sustained his reputation. 

His foundation is the mediaeval period. The first lecture deals 
with the church and its task in the Middle Ages. It was an arduous 
task — dealing with the downfall of the Western Empire, the inrush of the 
Barbarians, with all the accompanying confusion and apparent loss of 
everything that civilization had gained. To this day the fall of the 
Western Empire remains an inscrutable mystery. Of one thing, how- 
ever, the author is convinced — there was in it a deep spiritual signifi- 
cance, for there was an essential antagonism between Christ and Caesar. 
The fall of the Eastern Empire and the triumph of Islam is an even 
greater problem. The Roman concept, he says, which had worked mar- 
vels in reducing chaos to order was almost identical in expression and 
aim with its modern imitation, the German Kultur. These selected 
examples show that the task of the church was difficult. 

The second lecture, on the dawning of the missionary consciousness 
of the church, is a natural sequence. The church could accomplish 
her task only by bringing the heathen within her fold. "In the West 

it was the struggle of assimilation of discordant elements In 

the East it was the repulse of an alien religion." The lecture in con- 
siderable detail traces the steps by which these goals were reached. 

The ideals and antagonistic forces of the Middle Ages are the subject 
of the third lecture. In the preceding lecture " attention has been con- 
fined to the external side of these heroic enterprises In the pres- 
ent lecture we propose to look at their intension; to discover the causes 
of the church's power as a civilizing factor, then to pass to an analysis 
of the effect of the mission efforts upon the social and ethical development 

1 The Foundation of Modern Religion. By Herbert B. Workman. New York: 
Revell, 1916. 249 pages. $1.25. 
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of the people." In this and in the succeeding lectures, on "The Dawn- 
ing of the Modern Social Consciousness," "The Monks and Their Work," 
"Medieval Educational Ideals and Method," Dr. Workman accom- 
plishes his task. Into these details we may not go. Through all the 
confusion and suffering of this tumultuous period the author finds steady 
upward development, and at the end the foundation of modern religion 

firmly laid. 

J. W. Moncrief 
University of Chicago 



DISCUSSIONS OF WAR AND CHRISTIANITY 

In his little volume Is Christianity Practicable? 1 Professor William 
Adams Brown has given us a courageous, candid, and constructive 
book — courageous, because it consists of lectures in the Orient upon the 
most embarrassing question of Christian apologetics; candid and con- 
structive, because without artificial or question-begging theological 
premises, and working only with real facts and ideals, he has produced 
a clear and simple apologetic adapted to build up genuine Christian 
conviction. The lectures making up the book were delivered in Kyoto, 
under the auspices of the Doshisha, and in three other Japanese cities. 

The problem they attack is the one raised by the Great War, which, 
as Professor Brown formulates it, is the problem: Is Christianity 
socially practicable? Our apologetic, he holds, must show that it 
is practicable in the social realm, for the anti-social interpretations of 
Christianity — pre-millenarianism and mysticism — are true neither to 
its historic essence nor to modern needs. But here is the war, and war 
" is the uncompromising foe of all in which as Christians we believe and 
for which we ought to strive." "In this age at least, and among nations 
calling themselves Christian, war on such a scale should have been 
impossible." And further, we must admit "the failure of the churches 
to exercise any controlling influence upon the national policy of the 
so-called Christian nations." On the contrary, "in each of the warring 
nations the ecclesiastical authorities have taken their cue from the 
utterances of their respective governments." 

The solution of the problem is worked out, first, through "the 
Christian interpretation of history." The Christian does not demand 
a world in which there is no evil, in order that he may believe in God 

'Is Christianity Practicable? By William Adams Brown. New York: Scribner, 
1916. xvi+246 pages. $1.25. 



